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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to the amendment and remarks filed on June 7, 2006. 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Election/Restrictions 

3. Newly submitted claim 104 is directed to an invention that is independent or 
distinct from the invention originally claimed for the following reasons: This claim reads 
on a withdrawn species, Group V. 

Since Applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for 
prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, claim 104 is withdrawn from consideration as 
being directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and MPEP § 821.03. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following: The phrase "said leading 
elastomer portion" (line 15) lacks proper antecedent. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

5. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

6. Claim 103 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one 
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skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had 
possession of the claimed invention. The limitation requiring "said elastomeric member 
covering substantially an entire upper surface of the plastic housing from a forward most 
portion of the shaving blade unit rearward to a location forward of a normal projection of 
said connection structure onto said width axis" (lines 15-17) constitutes new matter 
because it was not described in the original disclosure. 

7. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

8. Claims 3, 4, 102, and 103 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention/ 

Claim 1 claims a housing with a front portion, a rear portion, and two side 
surfaces. Dependent claim 3 further claims exterior side surfaces. It is unclear how the 
housing comprises a front portion, a rear portion, two side surface, and further exterior 
side surfaces. Clarification is required. 

Claim 102 recites the limitation "both exterior side surfaces 1 ' in line 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 103 requires "said elastomeric member covering substantially an entire 
upper surface of the plastic housing from a forward most portion of the shaving blade 
unit rearward to a location forward of a normal projection of said connection structure 
onto said width axis" (lines 15-17). This limitation is not understood. From the figures, it 
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appears the elastomeric member covers part of a surface of the housing from a forward 
most portion of the shaving blade unit forward to a location forward of a projection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
9. Claims 1-4, 24-29, 99, 101, and 103 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Apprille, Jr. et al (5,249,361). 

Apprille, Jr. et al disclose a shaving blade unit substantially as claimed, including 
a housing having a front portion and a rear portion and two side surfaces extending 
from the front portion to the rear portion, the housing having a length extending from 
one side surface to the other side surface; one or more shaving blades positioned 
between the front portion and the rear portion, the one or more blades having a blade 
length extending along respective one or more parallel blade axes; and a guard (100) at 
the front portion of the housing, the guard comprising an elastomeric member (118) that 
extends along a guard axis that is parallel to the respective one or more blade axes, the 
elastomeric member having a length along the guard axis that is greater than or equal 
to the blade length, and wherein the elastomeric member also extends along a width 
axis, said width axis extending perpendicular to the guard axis and in a direction from 
said housing rear portion toward said housing front portion; and wherein a leading 
portion (see FIG 7) of the elastomeric member extends beyond a leading edge of the 
front portion of the plastic housing, said leading elastomer portion being forward of a 
rear elastomer portion, said rear elastomer portion being supported by the plastic 
housing, and wherein a width of the leading elastomer portion exceeds a width of the 
supported rear elastomer portion. 
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Regarding claim 2, Apprille, Jr. et al disclose the elastomeric member (118) 
extends to the side surfaces of the housing. 

Regarding claim 3, to the extent understood, Apprille, Jr. et al disclose the 
elastomeric member (118) extends over exterior sides surfaces of the housing. See 
FIG 7. 

Regarding claim 4, Apprille, Jr. et al disclose the elastomeric member (11) forms 
a protrusion (15) extending outwardly from at least one of the side surfaces. 

Regarding claim 24, Apprille, Jr. et al disclose the elastomeric member (11) is 
flexible. 

Regarding claim 25, Apprille, Jr. et al disclose a leading portion of the 
elastomeric member (11) extends beyond a leading edge of the front portion of the 
housing in a direction perpendicular to the guard axis and blade axis. 

Regarding claim 26, Apprille, Jr. et al disclose the leading portion is substantially 
unsupported along its length. 

Regarding claim 27, Apprille, Jr. et al disclose the leading portion, is sufficiently 
flexible to deflect upon contact with a user's skin. 

Regarding claim 28, Apprille, Jr. et al disclose the leading portion is sufficiently 
flexible to conform to a contour of the user's skin during shaving. 

Regarding claim 29, Apprille, Jr. et al disclose the leading portion has a first 
thickness (a wall 52 near each side surface) adjacent the side surfaces of the housing, 
and tapers to a second, lesser thickness (a cavity 44 near the center) adjacent a center 
region of the guard. 
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Regarding claim 99, Apprille, Jr. et al disclose a shaving razor comprising: a 
handle; and a shaving cartridge including connection structure connection the cartridge 
to the handle, the shaving cartridge comprising: a plastic housing having a front portion 
and a rear portion and two side surfaces extending from the front portion to the rear 
portion, the housing having a length extending from one side surface to the other side 
surface; one or more having blades positioned between the front portion and the rear 
portion, the one or more blades having a blade length extending along respective one or 
more parallel blade axes; and a guard (100) at the front portion of the. housing, the 
guard comprising an elastomeric member (118) that extends along a guard axis that is 
parallel to the respective one or more blade axes, the elastomeric member having a 
length along the guard axis that is greater than or equal to the blade length, and 
wherein the elastomeric member also extends along a width axis, said width axis 
extending perpendicular to the guard axis and in a direction from said housing rear 
portion toward said housing front portion; and wherein a leading portion (see FIG 7) of 
the elastomeric member extends beyond a leading edge of the front portion of the 
plastic housing, said leading elastomer portion being forward of a rear elastomer 
portion, said rear elastomer portion being supported by the plastic housing, and wherein 
a width of the leading elastomer portion exceeds a width of the supported rear 
elastomer portion. 

Regarding claim 101, Apprille, Jr. et al disclose the shaving cartridge is 
removably connected to the handle by the connection structure. 
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Regarding claim 103, to the extent understood, Apprille, Jr. et al disclose a 
shaving blade unit comprising: a plastic housing having a front portion and a rear 
portion and two side surfaces extending from the front portion to the rear portion, the 
plastic housing having a length extending from one side surface to the other side 
surface, said plastic housing defining a connection structure adapted to connect the 
blade to a handle; one or more shaving blade positioned between the front portion and 
the rear portion, the one or more blade having a length extending along respective one 
or more parallel blade axes; and a guard (100 at the front portion of the housing, the 
guard comprising an elastomeric member (118) that extends along a guard axis that is 
parallel to the respective one or more blade axes, the elastomeric member having a 
length along the guard axis that is great than or equal tot eh blade length; and wherein 
the elastomeric member extends along width axis, said width axis extending 
perpendicular to the blade axes and in a direction from said housing rear portion toward 
said housing front portion, said elastomeric member covering substantially an entire 
upper surface of the plastic housing from a forward most portion of the shaving blade 
unit rearward to a location forward of a normal projection of said connection structure 
onto said width axis. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 0. Claims 34, 54-59, 65-68, and 88-92 allowed. 

Response to Arguments 

11. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4, 24-29, 99, 101, and 103 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

12. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. ' See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Carolyn T. Blake whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4503. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday, 8:00 AM to 5:30 
PM, alternating Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Boyer D. Ashley can be reached on (571) 272-4502. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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